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by Sprague (19), Cleveland and Stanford (3), and Ledingham (10) also indicated that some of the so-called species are only variants of a polymorphic species.
The chromosome numbers of some Medicago species have not been determined and several conflicting reports are found in the literature (5, 8). According to Tischler (20) the first chromosome counts in Medicago were made by Karpetschenko in 1925. He investigated 4 species and found chromosome numbers of n = 8 and n r: 16. Fryer (6) was the first to report different numbers (n = 8, n = 16) for the same species, M. falcata. Several other species were reported to have n n 8 and n = 16 chromosome forms. Among these were M. sativa, M. dzhawakbetica, M. glutinosa and M. lupulina, M. hispida was reported to have n =: 7 and n = 8 chromosome forms. Heyn (8) listed 3 species as having n = 9 chromosomes, 2 of which had previously been reported to have n = 8. Recently Lesins (12) Chromosome numbers were determined in all species available at the University of Minnesota so that an intelligent interspecific hybridization program might be carried out and also to serve as a basis for better understanding the taxonomic relationships of the species.
